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FORWARD STEPS

Its pic-
tures.

PART III. varying in form, are given  in most of the January numbers.

1812-24. Biographical sketches of deceased missionaries and Native con-

p.       verts are numerous, and give the minutest details  of the last

days and hours of some of them.    Descriptions of idolatry, and

of heathen customs like suttee, &c., are inserted, often taken from

the very first authorities of that day, such as Sir W. Jones and Dr.

Ward.     In the volume for 1820 we find printed, for the first time,

the familiar prayer used to this day at G.M.S. General Meetings.

Illustrations occur frequently, from 1816 onwards, very rough
woodcuts which would not pass muster now, but which excited
keen interest eighty years ago. Before, however, these begin,
two illustrations are found, of another kind. One is a striking
diagram or chronological chart showing the progress and relative
position of Christianity, Mohammedanism, and Paganism, in the
eighteen Christian centuries; and the other is a map of the world
with all the Missions of all Societies marked.

This Missionary Register .was unquestionably a great power
in its early years.. Though not an official publication of the
Church Missionary Society, it was naturally identified very closely
with it by Pratt being the editor; and the Society purchased
some thousands of copies every month for free distribution among
subscribers and collectors. It was ultimately superseded by the
various periodicals started at different times by the Societies
themselves in their individual interest; but the forty-three
volumes will always remain a monument of sanctified industry
and a storehouse of valuable information concerning the progress
of the Kingdom of God.

The First Picture in   a  Missionary Magazine, the Missionary Register of
April, 1816 j representing a scene in West Africa.